THE    HOPE    OF   INDIA
respected by their fellow-countrymen, and who often take
leading places in the community.
I will tell you a story about one such man. He was a
schoolmaster at one of our Mission Boys* Schools, Not very
long ago, he had a pain in his leg, which rapidly got worse.
Unfortunately, it was the time of the annual hot-weather
holiday, and both Orr and I were away from Neyyoor.
He went to another hospital, and there a doctor very unfor-
tunately operated on his leg, with insufficiently aseptic
methods, and secondarily infected it, A few weeks later
we came down from the hills, and soon after our arrival this
man turned up at the hospital at Neyyoor. By that time,
he was already fairly ill, and we put him to bed and took
an X-ray picture of his leg. Alas ! The wrhole bone of the
"leg (tibia) was affected from top to bottom with tubercular
disease, and to this had been added a secondary infection.
The outlook for the leg was none too rosy, especially as the
patient himself was getting worse and worse. Everything
we could do for him seemed to be without avail. The dis-
ease is one which medical science reckons to be well-nigh
incurable once it has reached this stage. The man was
going downhill, and daily getting weaker and more feverish.
His leg became more and more painful, and after a few
weeks we took another X-ray picture and found that the
disease was worse in the whole of the bone involved.
There was only one thing to do, and that was to amputate
the leg to save the patient's life.
In order to make certain that this advice was right, I sent
copies of the radiographs to a surgeon in the Indian Medical
Service, who is probably the greatest authority on bone
diseases in India, if not in the East. His answer was just
as we had expected, that the disease was tubercular,
secondarily infected, and the only chance of saving the
man's life was to take off his leg at the knee. So we told
the poor fellow that there was nothing else to be done. His
reply was unexpected : " Will you give me three weeks ?
I want to try the effect of praying about it." We agreed to
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